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REVIEW COMMISSION

Ms. Mary Bender
Director, Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement
The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
2301 North Cameron Street, Room 102
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9408

Re: Dog Law Enforcement, Proposed Regulation #2-152 (#2559)

Dear Ms. Bender:

I am writing on behalf of the Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine,
Milton S. Hershey Medical Center to provide comment on the proposed
regulations promulgated from the Pennsylvania Dog Law (3 P. S. § 459-902). I
applaud Governor Rendell's efforts to insure humane treatment of dogs in the
Commonwealth.

Our organization operates an animal resource facility to support biomedical
research, which is registered with the US DA and accredited by the Association
for the Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care International
(AAALAC). As a registered and accredited facility, we follow all of the regulations
of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and the guidelines stipulated in the Guide for
the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. We also maintain a kennel license with
the state because dogs are occasionally used for biomedical research purposes.
In recent years, our facility has housed and used either no dogs or two -f ive
dogs per year. I can assure you that the welfare and well-being of all animals
under our care are of primary importance to us. Proper housing and care of dogs
housed at our facilities is not only required for legal and ethical reasons, but also
the quality of the science derived from them demands it as well. However,
despite our limited use of dogs, the proposed regulations pose significant
problems for us. Specific sections that are problematic for our facility include:
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• Sectioo 21.24.0.3 (page 35) - Oor iodoor/ootdoor keooels are 42" wide.
Uoder the proposed regolatioos, the largest dog we coold hoose woold be
21" loog as opposed to the maximom 38" leogth ooderthe provisioos of
the AWA. We would oot be able to hoose the "moogrel-type" dogs, i.e.,
hoood mixes that are freqoeotly osed for basic biomedical research io
cootrast to the smaller, beagle-type dog osed io the pharmaceotical
iodostry.

• Sectioo 21.23.e.ii.A (page 31) - We have very limited areas to meet the
reqoiremeots for exercise aod withoot boildiog a dedicated area, woold be
forced to ose boildiog corridors to meet these reqoiremeots, with the
obvioos issoes of homao aod aoimal safety this poses. Forthermore, the
record keepiog requiremeots are beyood those reqoired ooder the AWA.

• Sectioo 21.23.8.ii.E. (page 31) states "Keooels, ioclodiog the building,
areas io which dogs are hoose, all ioterior sorfaces, the primary eoclosore
of each dog, ootdoor roos associated with both iodoor aod ootdoor
keooels, aod draios aod gotters shall be saoitized aod disiofected daily
(every 24 hoors), osiog ooly those disiofectiog prodocts approved by a
liceosed veterioariao." The level of saoitatioo reqoired ooder this proposed
regolatioo is impractical aod beyood the saoitatioo reqoired for homao
operatiog rooms.

• Sectioos 21.24.f.11 .i aod ii (page 42) reqoire that iodoor keooels with oo
ootside roos be provided with a gotter aod draio of 6" diameter. We ofteo
ose large rooms to groop hoose dogs, especially doriog ioclemeot weather
aod temperatore extremes becaose oor iodoor/ootdoor keooels are oot air
cooditiooed. This reqoiremeot woold elimioate most of oor available rooms
for this ose.

• Sectioo 21.26.a.3 (page 46) - This sectioo reqoires that veotilatioo be at
groood level to "assore dry keooel mo floors." Nooe of oor facilities have
rooms with veotilatioo at grouod level. Forthermore, io my professiooal
opioioo, groood level veotilatioo poses the poteotial for chilling of the
aoimal, a possible haveo for vermio aod poteotially iocreases the spread
of disease.

Io sommary, the proposed regolatioos are oooecessarily bordeosome aod as
stated io some sectioos, impractical. Eveo with oor very limited ose of dogs, as a
liceosed keooel facility, we woold be iocapable of meetiog the proposed
staodards. Becaose of the ooiqoe reqoiremeots preseoted io a research settiog
aod the moltitode of aoimal welfare regolatioos correotly placed oo oor facilities, I
recommeod that research keooels that are registered with the US DA aod are
ooder federal iospectioo at least aoooally be exempted from the Peoosylvaoia
Dog Law regolatioos.
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Regarding the broader concerns associated with the proposed regulations, I
concur with other members of the biomedical research community in
Pennsylvania and urge the Department of Agriculture to adopt and enforce the
federal standards as promulgated in the Animal Welfare Regulations, 9 CFR,
Chapter 1, Subchapter A, Parts 1-3.

Sincerely,

Ronald P. Wilson, V.M.D., M.S., DACLAM
Associate Professor and Chair
Director, Animal Resource Program


